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tackling homelessness, rebuilding lives

Harvest for Hope is one of the most important 
times of the year. 

It is the time of the year when we receive the bulk of our 
food donations for the forthcoming year. This is due to 
the generosity of members of our community - schools, 
churches, community groups and individuals, who we 
are sure are already well underway with their Harvest 
collections by now.

With all the new projects that we have started up this 
year (Food Club and Hope Allotment project), Harvest  
time has become more important than ever.

The Food Club, which helps to feed people on low incomes by providing discounted 
food, is one of the areas which will particularly benefit from the huge donations of  
non-perishable food that people donate at this time of year. 

Although all non-perishable foods and toiletries make welcome donations to the Food 
Club, the items we constantly find ourselves most in need of are:
• Tinned meat, fish and vegetables
• Toilet rolls
• Cereals

One of our other new projects, the allotment plot, is already reaping the rewards of 
our community’s hard labour as we have recently harvested its first crops. On the Hope 
Allotment we regularly harvest so that all available vegetables are put to good use in  
the kitchen or the Food Club. However, we still need more veg than our allotment  
can provide.

There has been a tremendous amount of work put in to bringing what was a very 
overgrown allotment into useful production and the intention is to continually crop the 
plot to allow a supply of fruit and vegetables to be harvested all year round. A major 
ongoing project are our polytunnels, which will allow growing in the colder months. 
These are in the process of being brought into use so that by early spring we will have a 
varied range of produce.

Anything you can donate over the Harvest period will really help our work at Hope, 
helping the most vulnerable people in our community. 

• Don’t forget that if you would like a member of the Hope team to come into  
your school/community group to talk about harvest and the impact your donations  
have on the work we do, please get in contact tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk  
or telephone 0845 519 9371.

0845 519 9371  |  office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk  |  www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk  |  Charity number 1015743

Online
www.justgiving.com/

northamptonhopecentre

Text
Text NNHC11 plus the 

amount to 70070

Bank Transfer
Donate through 

your bank account

Cheque
Payable to ‘The 

Northampton Hope Centre’

In Person
Call into our  

offices at Oasis House

Want to donate?             Don’t forget to Gift Aid!! Increase your donation by 25% at no extra cost to you.

HOPE CENTRE  

CHARITY NUMBER 1015743

COMPANY NUMBER 020768301

Hope Catering
For delicious buffets

t. 01604 289111
e. enquiries@hopecatering.org.uk
w. www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Hope Tools
Lovingly recycled garden tools 

t. 01604 210434
e. office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

w. www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Hope Food Club
Feeding people on low incomes

t. 0845 519 9371 
e. jamess@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

Food Club manager, James Sheppard
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DAY CENTRE UPDATE:
In the first few weeks that the Centre has been open on a Saturday 
we have seen a surge in people seeking to access our services. 

In these weeks, we have:
• Completed 102 needs assessments.
• Served more than 270 hot meals to service users - as well as  
 provide a takeout snack of sandwiches (or other) to help over  
 the long weekend.
• Successfully supported people to get shelter off the streets,  
 either in the Night Shelter or other temporary accommodation  
 and supported living.

The extra day of opening per week has 
proven to be popular with our homeless 
service users: Chris said: “I like that it is 
open on Saturdays for three hours. I like 
that there is free food for us to be able 
to eat good healthy meals and I could 
pick a set of clean clothes to wear.”

Another user Tony said: “It’s a great 
opportunity to have more time with our friends who are Polish  
and a wonderful time to get to know them well. It’s all fun on the 
pool table and a fantastic day to see everyone so happy  
and enjoying themselves.”

Another well-received addition to the services we offer in the Day 
Centre has been the barber service, provided by The Quarters 
Barbershop & Shave Parlour.

Since starting this service: 
• Jake and his team have supported our service users with 12  
 days of full barbering service (cuts/shaves/beards etc).
• More than 50 service users have benefited from this service  
 and all left with a smile on their faces. 
• Demand for the service has been incredible – each month   
 the team have had to return a second (sometimes third) day to  
 complete the list of users that require a fresh cut.

Day Centre manager, Lee Coyle said: “Thank you to Jake and 
all of the academy for the amazing effort they have all put into 
making this a success.”As of September, we offered this service up 
to female service users thanks to Amy from the Scissor Box, who 
kindly agreed to come on board and offer up her services.

www.thegentlemansquarters.co.uk
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CORPORATE ROUND UP:
Now the summer holidays are over we are very much looking 
forward to picking up the pace again with our amazing 
corporate volunteers. Harvest is the time of year we are 
particularly appreciative our corporate volunteers as it is 
during these months that we receive the bulk of our food 
donations. All these generous offerings need to be sorted 
and put in the correct place on our warehouse shelves.   

Over the past few months, Stanley Black and Decker has 
been exceptionally generous to several of our projects. 
Not only have they donated much of their time, they have 
come bearing gifts too. They have sent several teams to 
completely renovate and transform our tool workshop. 
They also worked tirelessly for several days, painting and 
decorating our basement in order that we can open our 
Hope Catering training kitchen and new offices. 

Thanks to Stanley Black and Decker and to all our corporate 
partners. We love working with you and look forward to 
seeing you at Hope again soon.

OUR NEW INTERN
There has been a change of governance  
intern at Hope. We welcome Hannah Smith 
to the team. Toby Murray has moved on to 
pastures new at the Royal Society for Arts and 
we wish him well. Hannah will be completing 
our bid to be accredited by NCVO under 
the PQASSO Excellence Award for Charity 
Governance along with gaining a year’s 
experience in seeing how a charity is run.

HOPE TO OFFER NEW ACCREDITED COURSE 
On Friday 12th October Hope, working with the Company  
of Community Organisers, is offering a new accredited  
course aimed at building skills in community organising and  
campaigning. Funded by Department of Culture, Media  
and Sport, the course aims to provide a grounding in 
community organising.  

The course will be aimed both at Hope service users, as  
part of their skills development, but also to those with  
interest who want to work with Hope in its wider community 
work and campaigning role.

The course aims to highlight 
• the importance of listening to build relationships
• the role of power in community organising
• how to motivate people to take action
• how to plan your next steps in community organising

Before After

VOLUNTEERING IN FOCUS:
Karen Wright has been volunteering at the Hope Centre since 
June. Working within the Fundraising and Marketing team, 
Karen says she has learned new skills, grown in confidence and 
always had new tasks to get stuck into. 

Read Karen’s story on our website.
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RIDE FOR HOPE 2018
40 cyclists, one service 
user, 270 miles and more 
punctures than they  
could count…

It was like the Tour de 
France all over again for 

the 2018 PIDY Ride for Hope team as they rode the 270 miles 
from Ypres, Belgium back to Northampton with punctures every 
step of the way; but that didn’t stop their enthusiasm or their 
amazing ability to raise incredible funds for Hope. 

With over 10,000 miles between them they have smashed the 
£35,000 target asked of them and the ride was made even more 
poignant when they were joined for the final leg of the journey 
by ex-service user Anthony. “The ride was amazing, I want to do 
the whole trip next year,” said Anthony.

Thanks to all of our sponsors, our amazing organising committee 
and the fantastic riders for everything you have done to support 
Hope. 2019 will see a new exciting phase for Ride for Hope as  
we launch a family ride day and a UK based three-day tour!

We are pleased to say that our corporate partner PIDY and our 
amazing committee will continue to work with us to bring you the 
biggest and best year of cycling Hope has ever seen!

To register your interest contact  
fundraising@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

SERVICE USER WALL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Hope is proud to be part 
of a vibrant network of 
voluntary sector agencies, 
with whom there is closeness, 
willingness to work together 
and shared values. We work in 
partnership with a wide range 
of people and organisations, 
collaborating, co-operating, 
sharing, and offering some 
services in partnership.

There are just too many to 
list, but starting with direct 
homelessness/drugs services, 
Hope works really closely with 
NAASH, Bridge, S2S, Jesus 
Army, Project 16-15, Street 
Pastors, Seva Langar, various 
housing associations and 
landlords. These relationships 
are productive, equal and 
bring real results for our 
mutual service users. This is 
nothing new, but something 
which is important to say!

On the wider poverty 
front, we are part of the 
Northampton Food Poverty 

Forum, as well as the move 
to make Northampton a 
‘Sustainable Food City’. 
We work closely with other 
Foodbanks, sharing excess 
food, and with the community 
centres who host our Food 
Club. People like Growing 
Well Northampton, Bellinge 
Community House, Doddridge 
Centre, Deaf Connect and 
others – including the Credit 
Union - Harvest Money.

More generally we collaborate 
with other services such as 
C2C, various youth services, 
Rape Crisis and domestic 
abuse providers to manage 
some of theservice users we 
have in common.

Hope is also active in the 
fledgling campaigning 
body that works to include 
recognition of the sector and 
full engagement on planning 
and strategy with the statutory 
sector – Voluntary Voices 
Northamptonshire, or VVN.

Damian has started  
training in Warehouse 
Logistics at Black and 
Decker. As well as this, he 
has stopped taking drugs, 
has joined a gym and has 
made huge improvements 
in his mental health  
and wellbeing.

DAMIAN

Lisa and Marcin have both stopped drinking 
and have been volunteering as cleaners (both) 
and in the kitchen (Marcin) to help keep 
themselves focussed. 

LISA AND MARCIN

Paul has a huge fear of the 
dentist but he managed 
to attend a dentist 
appointment and have 
some treatment done. He 
is also managing now to 
deal properly with issues 
such as his finances.

PAUL

David, who was homeless 
with limited independent 
living skills, has secured 
supported accommodation. 
He is looking after his 
room, doing his washing 
and taking better care of 
himself. He has also recently started a 12-week 
course in DJ-ing with the Lisa Lashes School of 
Music at Northampton Student Union. Join  
him for a performance at The Platform Club  
on 12th October.

DAVID

Rebecca has been unemployed for 
some time and was feeling very isolated 
at home. She started using the services 
at the centre (including attending a 
WING training course) which have 
increased her confidence, expanded 
her social support network, provided 
her with a focus to get out of the house 
and expanded her knowledge and 
thinking. She has also started volunteering as a cleaner in 
the centre, is learning basic IT skills and recently started 
training with Hope Catering.

REBECCA

A year ago, 
Anthony  
was homeless. 
Since then 
he has been 
volunteering 
with us, has 
been housed 
and has even got a job. On top of 
this, he also took part in Ride for 
Hope in early September (more 
details above).

ANTHONY

HOW HOPE PARTNERS MAKE A  
REAL DIFFERENCE:

Northampton hope    Autumn 2018
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Have you thought about ending the year by 
helping us to raise money by attending or taking 
part in one of our events? Take a look at this  
list and get in touch if you can help us raise  
some cash.
 
Restaurant Fundraiser: 14th October at  
The Griffin’s Head, Mears Ashby
Come and help us raise money by simply joining  
us for a lovely Sunday afternoon two-course  
roast. As well as a delicious meal, there will be 
a star prize auction and live entertainment from 
pianist, Lincoln Noel. All this for just £30 per 
person. You can book either through the Hope 
Centre or via The Griffin’s Head.

Christmas Fair: 24th November at Holy 
Sepulchre Church
Following the success of our first Christmas  
fair last year, we will once again be hosting a 
festive fair. It will include stalls of crafts, Christmas 
gifts and locally made produce as well as 
refreshments and a visit from Santa. Stalls are  
just £20 each, plus a raffle prize donation. If you 
would like to book a stall please contact  
tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

Mayor’s Carol Service in aid of the  
Hope Centre: 25th November at the Abington 
Park Bandstand.
More details will be available on our website when 
they are announced.

Big SleepOut 2019: 1st February at  
Abington Park 
Our biggest fundraiser of the year is back – and 
we want more people than ever to help us raise 
more money than ever. All you have to do is get 
sponsored to spend 12 hours outdoors overnight 
with us.....seems do-able? More details will be 
released in the next few weeks but if you would 
like to register your early interest, email  
tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk – or if  
you are a community group and would like to  
host your own, get in touch to have a chat.

Why not come along to one of these events  
with your friends, family or even work colleagues. 
For more information, email  
tanya@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk or 
telephone 0845 519 9371. You can always visit  
our website www.northamptonhopecentre.or.uk 
for further details.

Follow us on: @nptonhopecentre /northamptonhopecentre @EnterprisesHope /northamptonhope

Published by: Northampton Hope
Oasis House, 35-37 Campbell Street, Northampton, NN1 3DS
t.0845 519 9371   e.office@northamptonhopecentre.org.uk
To learn more about the work of the Hope Centre, please go to 
www.northamptonhopecentre.org.uk

Hope Food Club and Gardening: 0845 519 9371
Hope Catering: debbie@hopeenterprises.org.uk / 01604 289111
Hope Tools: 01604 210434 / workshop@hopeenterprises.org.uk
www.hopeenterprises.org.uk

Our Patrons: 
The Rt Revd Peter Doyle, Bishop of Northampton  |  Sally Keeble  |  David Laing,  
Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire  |  Prof Nick Petford, Vice-Chancellor,  
The University of Northampton The Rt Hon Earl Spencer, DL | Kelvin Thomas

People support us in all sorts of ways....here is our small tribute to some of the 
wonderful and wacky ways people in our community have helped us over the past 
few months. Thank you to everyone who has donated/helped at Hope - every one 
of you is amazing. 

NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP SERVICE (NCS) STUDENTS:
10 teams of Northampton College students spent  
August raising funds for us and buying us items as part 
of their NCS project. They ranged from teams who 
made care packages for our service users, those who 
ran sponsored events, did supermarket bag packs and 
even one team who raised a whopping £932.33 for 
us. Pictured is team two (wave three) who donated 
clothing and toiletries as well as raise £375.04.

BUBBLES LAUNDROMAT:
To celebrate the launch of their new branch, Bubbles  
Laundromat launched a fundraising campaign for us  
whereby if people made a donation to Hope and  
shared a picture of themselves with their underwear, 
they would be put into a financial prize draw. 

JOHN MORRIS:
One of our weekly volunteer befrienders, John Morris, 
brought us in a large donation of men’s underwear. 
Knowing how desperately short we were (and still are) 
of men’s pants, John took it upon himself to secure 
the large donation from a friend of his.

FIRMENICH:
Our friends at Firmenich very kindly donated lots of stationary and 
office items to us. This included a large quantity of frames which we 
will use to display images in the centre. 

Company number 020768301

A WORLD OF SUPPORT FROM  
OUR COMMUNITY:

100,000 HOURS 
Organisations from across Northampton, who work with mental health,  
have joined forces to raise the profile of volunteering and to inspire people  
to volunteer their time to make a difference. Along with St Andrews, Mind,  
The Samaritans and the Lowdown, our goal for the #100ThousandHours 
campaign is a simple one: Together we aim to achieve a combined 100,000  
hours of volunteering.

Visit https://www.stah.org/careers/volunteering/100thousandhours/  
for more information.
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In the first four months that Northampton  
Mayor, Tony Ansell has been in post, he has 
already raised thousands of pounds for us as his 
charity of the year. 

Through events such as a summer ball, a cheese 
and wine night and a curry night, Mr Ansell has 
raised a staggering £17,000. Read all about 
what he is up to on our website.


