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In 1974, Michael Mulligan came to Northampton and saw 
the plight of homeless people in our Borough. He dug 
deep into his pockets and bought them bread and soup 
from his own earnings.

Since that time, many others in Northampton felt moved 
to join Michael, and out of his compassion and their  
dedication, the Northampton Hope Centre was formed.

The Northampton Hope Centre really is a beacon of hope 
to the many homeless people in Northampton. For  
the centre not only provides food and drink, but today  
offers a range of training and counselling which assists  
homeless people to find permanent accommodation and 
to return to full-time employment.

Without the Hope Centre, the homeless of the Borough 
would have nothing. I support the Hope Centre as one 
of its Patrons, and I ask you to join me in making sure it 
continues its work to support vulnerable people  
in Northampton.

The Rt Rev Peter Doyle
Bishop of Northampton

Our Vision

We work to help people  
leave homelessness and improve their  

life chances. 

With our help people do  
escape and leave homelessness.

Administrators - These are the  
people who manage and distribute  
your estate if you do not make  
a Will.

Codicil - a further document making 
a change, or adding, to an existing 
Will. It must comply with the same 
formalities as the Will.

Intestate - someone who dies 
without having made a Will. A partial 
intestate is someone whose Will does 
not deal with all of his or her estate.

Beneficiary - anyone who receives 
something from your Will.

Crown - where the money goes if 
you have no next-of-kin and did not 
make a Will.

Executors - people you ask to look 
after your affairs according to the 
terms of your Will.

Probate - the procedure whereby  
it is formally established whether  
you left a valid Will and who your 
executors and administrators will be.

Some legal terms explained



The Northampton Hope Centre welcomes all people who are homeless  
and disadvantaged, whatever the reasons and circumstances may be.  

We provide:

•	 Subsidised food and drink 5 days a week
•	 Hot showers
•	 Recycled clothing store
•	 Computer courses in our fully equipped computer training room
•	 Weekly art courses
•	 Cooking classes
•	 One-to-one and group active listening and advice with trained  
 staff and volunteers
•	 Help to get jobs

We signpost homeless people to appropriate agencies to help them find 
permanent accommodation. We give them formal training and we help them 
through selling The Big Issue in Northampton, so that they can return to 
mainstream employment.

Through our social enterprise ‘Hope Enterprises’ we employ our clients in 
proper jobs in catering and tool repair. We provide training, skills and  
basic qualifications.

What we do

In 1974, Michael Mulligan started a daily food handout, financed from his  
own pocket, from the back doors of Bishop’s House at Northampton  
Cathedral where he worked.

After a few years providing the food himself with some small donations, 
Michael and 6 volunteers received a £25 weekly grant from Northampton 
Borough Council.

In 1984, Michael’s group - now named the Northampton Soup Kitchen - was 
offered the chance to provide a day service from the Night Shelter in Oak 
Street. The Soup kitchen was by this time open all year round, and staffed by 
30 volunteers.

In April 2006, the Soup Kitchen changed its name to the Northampton  
Hope Centre, to reflect more accurately the many services it now provides in  
addition to subsidised food and drink.

The Hope Centre gradually increased the services it  
provided so that service users benefited from hot meals,  

hot showers, computer training, one-to-one and group active  
listening and advice to help them with job searches, CV writing  

and interview technique, and referral to specialist  
agencies for help with financial and debt management.  

In 2010 we created  
Hope Enterprises which 
provides jobs to ex-clients 
to help them stand on 
their own two feet.  
We offer catering and  
tool repair. 

In 2016 we added support  
to help people get jobs  
and training, with funding 
from the Big Lottery Fund, 
and opened a new  
training centre in our old 
buildings to add to the 
Hope Centre.

Our History



Planning your will

A Will is important because it allows you to decide how your estate (that is, 
your money and possessions) is divided up after your death. Your Will is a 
legally binding document, and the people you appoint to carry it out (known 
in legal terms as your Executors) are required by law to act as set out in your 
Will. If you die without having made a Will, and you have no next-of-kin,  
then your estate may be passed on to the crown.

To work out the approximate value of your estate you will need to calculate 
the value of your assets less the cost of any liabilites you may have. Please ask 
for our document titled ‘Funeral arrangements’ which may help you.

Then you should decide who will recieve what and consider whether you 
might like to make a gift to the Northampton Hope Centre.

There are three ways of making a gift in your Will:
•	 Cash (pecuniary) - a specific sum of money which you choose.
•	 Property (specific) - an item of your property, eg. a piece of furniture  
 or property
•	 Residual - the balance of your estate after you have made all the  
 individual gifts you would like to leave to your family and friends.

There are 2 stages to making a gift in your Will:
•	 Decide what gifts you would like to give to individuals and/or charities.  
 It is helpful if you can let charities know if you intend to make them a gift  
 in your Will.
•	 Contact a professional to draw up your Will, or to change your existing  
 Will through a codicil.

In addition, you will need to choose your Executors: these are the people you 
ask to look after your affairs according to the terms of your Will. Finally, you 
will need to keep your Will in a safe place, for example with a solicitor or bank. 
Alternatively, you can lodge a copy at the Probate Registry. 

Why have a Will?

What we have achieved at the Northampton Hope Centre since 1974 has 
been funded by generous people all over Northampton and throughout our 
County - members of the community who see the extent of homelessness in 
Northampton and want to change matters for the better.

The support we have achieved from people like you is invaluable, and  
we want you to share in our vision for our Borough as a place where  
homelessness no longer exists. In recent years you have given generously  
to our projects to improve the plight of homeless people. This has enabled  
us to provide more effectively for the homeless and disadvantaged  
in Northampton.

Thank you
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